10                       DANIEL  WEBSTER.

pers to him ; and he tells us in his autobiography
that he could not remember when he did not
read, so early was he taught by his mother and
sisters, in true New England fashion. At a very
early age he began to go to school; sometimes in
his native town, sometimes in another, as the dis-
trict school moved from place to place. The mas-
ters who taught in these schools knew nothing but
the barest rudiments, and even some of those im-
perfectly. One of them who lived to a great age,
enlightened perhaps by subsequent events, said
that Webster had great rapidity of acquisition
and was the quickest boy in school. He certainly
proved himself the possessor of a very retentive
memory, for when this pedagogue offered a jack-
knife as a reward to the boy who should be able to
recite the greatest number of verses from the Bi-
ble, Webster, on the following day, when his turn
came, arose and reeled off verses until the master
cried "enough," and handed him the coveted
prize. Another of his instructors kept a small
store, and from him the boy bought a handker-
chief on which was printed, the Constitution just
adopted, and, as he read everything and remem-
bered much, he read that famous instrument to
which he was destined to give so much of his time
frnd thought. When Mr. Webster said that he
read better than any of his masters, he was proba-
bly right. The power of expression and of speech
and readiness in reply wove his greatest natural